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VT Suicide Prevention 
Coalition Meeting 

June 18, 2019 
Veteran’s Association in White River Junction 
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Welcome!  Today we will cover: 

n  ADVOCACY 
n  Recap Advocacy Day and it’s Ripple Affects 

n  Future Action – AFSP taking the lead 

n  RESOURCES from 2019 AAS Conference 

n  PRESENTATIONS 
n  Quechee Gorge Bridge Barrier – Regina-Anne Cooper 

n  Suicide Attempt Data – Gayle Finkelstein 

n  INPUT 
n  Messaging for Suicide Prevention Month 

n  Survivor Support 



+
Press Conference 

Suicide Safe 
Pathways in Health 
Care 

• Representative Anne Donahue 

• Secretary Al Gobeille, AHS

• Commissioner Sarah Squirrell, DMH

• Dr. Norman Ward, Chief Medical Officer, OneCare VT

• Beth Tanzman, VT Blueprint for Health, Department of 
VT Health Access   

• JoEllen Tarallo, CHL and VTSPC

• Sean Dillon, AFSP-VT Chapter

• Catherine Fulton, VT Program for Quality in Health 
Care Inc.
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Testimony in the  
House Committee on Health Care 
 

n  JoEllen Tarallo, PhD, Director Vermont Suicide Prevention 
Center and Center for Health and Learning  

n  Tom Delaney, New England Research and Data Services, LLC 

n  Debra Lopez, MD, Psychiatrist and Survivor of Family Loss 

n  Molly Dugan, Support Services at Home (SASH) Director  

n  Eike Blohm, MD, UVM Medical Center 
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Stakeholder 
Education 
Training: 
Talking with 
Legislators 



+ Survivors  
hand flowers to 

Legislators  
in remembrance of 

Vermonters  
lost to Suicide 
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Reading of a Resolution on  

Suicide Safe Pathways to Care  
& Introduction by Rep. Anne Donahue 

in Chamber of House 
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Advocacy Ripple Affects and  
Next Steps 

n  SASH Funding 

n  Health Care Engagement 

n  AFSP Lead Committee 
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2019 AAS Conference Resources 
 Improving State Suicide Prevention Infrastructure - JoEllen 

n  Overview of session, participants, speakers 

n  Learning from other states 

n  Infrastructure assessment –  

n  Vermont Commitment 
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2019 AAS Conference Resources  
Infusing Cultural Considerations into Training 

n  Addressing industry standards and guidelines for suicide 
prevention AND cultural standards 
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2019 AAS Conference Resources 

www.suicideisdifferent.org/ 



+
2019 AAS Conference Resources 

https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/09/

lifeline_socialmedia_toolkit.pdf 



+
2019 AAS Conference Resources  
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Messaging for  

Suicide Prevention Month 

https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/promote-national-suicide-prevention-month/ 



+ Recommendations for  
Reporting on Suicide 

http://reportingonsuicide.org/wp-content/themes/ros2015/assets/images/Recommendations-eng.pdf 



+ National Recommendations for 
Depicting Suicide 

https://theactionalliance.org/messaging/entertainment-messaging/national-recommendations 
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Resources for Survivors  

n   vtspc.org website – Survivor of Suicide Resource Packet 

n  Postcard to Funeral Directors 

n  Feedback on Survivor Support 
n  There is a need for the groups.  

n  Survivors want Peer Led Groups- facilitation varies, no training for 
facilitators 

n  Groups come and go 

n  Lack of centralized coordination - VTSPC asks AFSP VT for an 
update annually 

n  Input from Coalition welcome  


